2013 Report to the Community

An Investment in Our Kids, Our Community and Our Future
The mission of Partners In Education is to strengthen and enhance
public education in Broward County Public Schools through business and
community partnerships.
Thirty Years of Supporting Schools
During the summer of 1983 the Junior League of Greater Fort Lauderdale pioneered the concept of partnership
programs in the Broward County School District. They brought together community leaders from the Greater
Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce, School Board members and the superintendent’s staff to establish
Partners in Excellence, which today is known as Partners In Education (PIE).
PIE pairs individual schools that have specific needs with businesses of all sizes, community organizations
and government agencies. For the 2011-12 school year, partnerships provided more than $4 million in added
resources -- such as volunteer time, in-kind contributions and cash donations -- to Broward public schools.

Volunteering Time and Talent as PIE Board Members
Executive Committee
Ryan McLain, President
AXA Advisors, LLC

Matt Damiano
Bank of America
Timothy B. Foster
Red Smith Foods, Inc.

Sandra Bernard-Bastien, First Vice President/
President Elect
The Children’s Services Council of Broward County

Ric Green
Greater Pompano Beach Chamber of Commerce

Tim Curtin, Second Vice President
Memorial Healthcare System

Michelle Johnson
Coventry Health Care, an Aetna company

Megan Cavasini, Treasurer
Berkowitz Pollack Brant
Janna P. Lhota, Immediate Past President
Holland & Knight, LLP
Directors

Laurie Rich Levinson, Chair
The School Board of Broward County, Florida
Dr. Jamie Manburg
Nova Southeastern University
Andres Martinez
Pearson

Myriam Campo-Goldman
Harmony Development Center

Fred Schiff
All County Music

Jolene Caprio
Junior League of Greater Fort Lauderdale

Maria Schneider
Broward County Office of the State Attorney

Samuel “Sam” Chesser
BrightStar Credit Union

Warren Smith
After School Programs, Inc.

“We enjoy and appreciate our collaboration with the Broward community via Partners In Education. We look
forward to building a future for our students and schools as we move from good to great and prepare our students
to succeed in tomorrow’s world.”
— Robert W. Runcie, Superintendent
Broward County Public Schools
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Message from the Director
Greetings,
In 2013, I joined Partners In Education as the Executive Director. While, this is my first position with Broward
County Public Schools, I am a longtime South Florida resident with a professional background that includes
the nonprofit sector, k-12 programming, higher education, mental health and an appointment to the City of
Miami Gardens Commission for Women.
My varied experience fuels my desire to help transform public education in Broward County. I strongly
believe that the success of our school system depends on collaborative relationships between schools, parents,
businesses and the community at-large. We all need to view ourselves as stakeholders in this process and be
engaged in helping our children achieve academic excellence.
I’m very excited to serve as the school district’s liaison to Partners In Education. I look forward to working
with all of our stakeholders to identify and capitalize on opportunities to infuse innovative programming into
our schools, so that all the students we serve will have the benefit of a top tier education.
I welcome your ongoing feedback, thoughts and ideas, so please feel free to contact me directly.
Sincerely,
Contact Information:

Adriane Jackson
Executive Director, Partners In Education

• (754) 321-1974 - Office
• adriane.jackson@browardschools.com

“A world-class school system requires the civic, business, and nonprofit sectors to work together to
promote student success.”
— Linda Carter, President and CEO
Community Foundation of Broward
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A Few of Our Proud Partnerships
In the 30 years since the inception of Partners In Education, thousands of businesses, organizations and
agencies have heeded the call to support academic achievement by becoming a partner in education. With
thousands of exemplary partnerships throughout Broward Public Schools, choosing just a few examples
wasn’t easy. The few included here represent a cross-section of partnerships to illustrate that anyone, from
an individual or small business to a large corporation can play a role in supporting our community’s future –
our students.
South Broward High School Uses Partnerships to Create Future Marine Professionals
South Broward High School Maritime Magnet Coordinator Ted Davis and OSTEM teacher, Debra Hixon, have
big dreams for the students they teach. Thanks to grants from the Motorola Solutions Foundation and support
from a number of other organizations, including Baxley Ocean Visions and IT Women, they are on their way
to making those dreams come true. The Ocean STEM Outreach Program for Girls (OSTEM) is one of only 11
projects in the state to receive a $5,000 grant through the Consortium of Florida Education Foundations (CFEF).
South Broward High is a Maritime Magnet school, which serves more than 2,500 multicultural students. More
than 60 percent of those students are on free and
reduced lunch status.
“Without support from so many organizations
dedicated to science education, the program would
have gone by the wayside,” said Davis. “Women
and minorities are not going into STEM careers.
Middle school girls often love science and math,
but drop out of those subjects in high school. Our
goal is to make learning fun and to inspire more
students, especially girls, to go into maritime STEM
careers.”
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Long-term, Davis hopes to raise $150,000 for
implementation of this year-round program that
includes summer and weekend seminars along with
mentorship opportunities for students. According to
his program description, “participants learn to use
math as tools to explore creative design modeling,
prototype development of underwater robots and
ocean current energy capturing devices.”
Female university oceanic professors and
graduate students as well as female high school
teachers lead the sessions, which include such
activities as catching and tagging sharks and billfish,
then tracking their migration patterns with a geographic information system (GIS). The program also includes
recruiting high school students to mentor middle and elementary school students. Students in this program
can dive on the reefs, count sharks and design their own GIS maps back at school. They also build remotely
operated underwater vehicles (ROVs) equipped with cameras and robotic arms, which they use to study the
coral reef, view shark behavior, explore historic ship wrecks and inspect mega yacht hulls from local marinas.
“Our plan is to inspire the next generation of scientists and engineers through experiential learning and
engaging students in Maritime STEM-related hands-on learning,” said Davis. “Our unique curriculum exposes
young people to career choices in the maritime industry, and encourages environmental stewardship for coral
reefs, sharks and our oceans. Most importantly, we seek to instill a reverence for our inimitable maritime
culture, passed down to us from the days of the Tequesta Indians who first made their living here from the
sea. Our students will go on to become the maritime community of the future and we couldn’t do it all
without partnerships from the community and the industry.”
“The future of American innovation depends on a diverse pipeline of critical thinkers who are well
versed in STEM principles,” added Matt Blakely, director of the Motorola Solutions Foundation. “Through
the Innovation Generation program, we are thrilled to partner with programs like CFEF and their member
education foundations in Florida to provide students and teachers with the necessary tools to explore their
STEM interests and pursue innovation.”
Additional partners in the program include Nova Southeastern University’s Oceanographic Center
(NSUOC), the Billfish Foundation, Marine Industries Association of South Florida, Port Everglades and NOAA
Corps officers stationed in South Florida.
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Wheelabrator Boosts Environmental Education for Middle
School Students

Since 1994, Wheelabrator Technologies, a world leader in the safe and environmentally sound conversion of
municipal solid waste and other renewable waste fuels into clean energy, has hosted nearly 150 students
from 15 middle schools as part of the company’s annual Symposium for Environmental Education. In 2009,
Wheelabrator received the Community Involvement Award from PIE for their work with and dedication to
schools.
Through the Symposium, student teams identify a specific environmental or public challenge in their
communities. With help from their teachers and employees of Wheelabrator Technologies, the students
research the subjects throughout the school year. In the spring, they come together in Sunrise, Florida for the
three-day event, where they present their findings to a panel of educators, governmental officials, and local
community partners.
The four Broward schools currently participating in the Symposium are New River Middle School in Fort
Lauderdale, Sawgrass Middle School in Coral Springs, Westglades Middle School in Parkland, and McNicol
Middle School in Hollywood. Each received $1,500 from Wheelabrator for their projects and the chance to
participate in the symposium with 11 other schools representing the Mid-Atlantic region and New England.
New River Middle School in Fort Lauderdale has participated in the Symposium since 2006. As part of one
symposium project focused on restoring local beaches, the students took a field trip to John U. Lloyd State
Park in Dania Beach to plant sea oats.
“The students are learning that everything is interrelated and that destroying one small part of the
environment can affect the entire ecosystem,” said Barbara Rapoza, a seventh-grade teacher at New River.
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The New River students also planted sable palms, sea grapes and mangroves; analyzed turtle nesting
trends and cleaned up a portion of Fort Lauderdale Beach. The City of Fort Lauderdale Mayor Jack Seiler event
proclaimed February 17th as “New River Middle School Day” in honor of the positive environmental impact the
school has had on the community over the years.
Both Sawgrass and Westglades Middle schools have been involved in the Symposium for more than 15
years. This year, the students at Sawgrass Springs Middle School worked on conservation of water within
school and community, making rain barrels and educating the community on ways to conserve water.
At Westglades Middle School, the students focused on the protection of Loggerhead turtles. Seventhgrader Mary Hutchinson, worked with her fellow peers on an awareness campaign to educate people who
live near habitats about the importance of dimming lights near sea turtle nests. They also picked up trash on
the beach. “I’m thrilled to see students coming together to learn about the environment,” said Westglades
science teacher Stella Shelby.
Students from McNicol Middle School, which has been involved in the Symposium since 2009, worked on
a storm water runoff management plan for their school’s campus. The students first studied Wheelabrator’s
Fort Lauderdale facility as an example of a system that does not allow storm water runoff to leave the
property. They then looked at their school’s storm water runoff pathways and worked to identify ways to use
the water that was being wasted.
“Wheelabrator commends the innovative environmental projects of our Symposium students and
salutes their energy and commitment to achieving sustainability,” said Wheelabrator President Mark
Weidman. “The program provides an
invaluable experience, and Wheelabrator
employees are inspired by the positive
influence our future scientific leaders
have on their communities.”
Fabien Cousteau, founder of Plant
A Fish™ and grandson of famed ocean
explorer Jacques Yves Cousteau, gave
the keynote at the awards dinner.
Cousteau has participated in the event
every year since 2010.
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Whispering Pines School and Publix Super Markets Create
Career Opportunities
The 2013 Partnership Winner for Cash and In-kind Contributions, this program is multi-faceted. Whispering
Pines serves emotionally behaviorally disturbed special needs students, age 5 to 22. Many of the students
live in homes with extremely limited resources, including foster care, group homes and independent living
programs. In recent years severe budget cuts nearly threatened the existence of the school. Luckily, Publix
stores in the local community stepped in to help.
Publix supports the Vocational and Independent Living classes by providing cooking supplies,
horticulture materials, and edibles so that students can participate in hands-on activities to learn
how to cook and care for themselves. The stores also donate essential hygiene products, such as
deodorants, hair products, toothpastes and soaps, which help students develop fundamental self
care skills.
Publix consistently donates thousands of dollars worth of merchandise that not only sustains our school
market but also allows for the existence of a school-based Food Pantry for low-income and homeless
students, staff, and families alike,” said Principal Michael Gleason.
Publix staff members receive work-release time to serve as mentors as well as guest speakers in the
Whispering Pines Independent Living Classes and Career Day. Some students even get to work at Publix
Super Markets. In addition, Publix contributes cooking and horticultural supplies, food for the vocational and
independent living classes, and personal hygiene products for students.
In addition, the Pembroke Commons store is a community-based instructional worksite for the school,
providing an on-the-job training program. The partnership provides opportunities for students to learn key
job skills, such as front-end customer service (bagging), and gain knowledge about areas of the grocery store,
including frozen foods and produce. It also helps students develop positive self-esteem and they experience
the reward of getting paid for their efforts.
“Publix Corporation has served as an employer for students, providing a worksite for community based
instruction and is a generous benefactor whose donations serve as a mainstay for our school,” added Gleason.

The success stories are plentiful. Ten years ago a Whispering Pines student was graduating from high school
without direction or opportunity. His reading level was equivalent to that of a first grader and he harbored
severe trust issues. Publix management at the Pembroke Commons store hired the student despite his
limitations. With hands-on learning opportunities, this student developed feelings of safety and confidence,
and ultimately evolved to meet his fullest potential. He continues to thrive at Publix today in a customer
service-related position. Publix Paradise Promenade gave another Whispering Pines student a chance.
Challenged with autism, the young man had no career prospects after graduation. Luckily, he was mentored
by Publix managers and continues to be successfully employed at the same store today.

“Publix provides futures for our students,” said Gleason. “The multitude of their generous donations
ultimately stands as the cornerstone of our school-wide market, vocational programs, and frequent
functions and activities. Publix has become a part of the Whispering Pines family.”
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More Partnerships Delivering Results
Broward County Public Schools and Nova Southeastern University’s America Counts/America Reads
Simone Graham is an elementary education major and work study participant at Nova Southeastern University.
She also is a volunteer in the university’s America Counts/America Reads elementary school tutoring program.
For the 2012/13 school year, Graham touched the lives of 25 students identified with deficiencies in their
reading development.
The selected students formed an immediate connection to the tutor, encouraged by her warm and
caring manner. Due to her positive influence, each student in her group demonstrated gains in reading ability
and comprehension. The students are excited to work with Graham and she makes sure that she not only
follows the format of the program but also ensures that each student’s needs are met. The positive energy
the students exert in her presence is evident when they return to the classroom. Teachers and parents can
attest to the value she brings to Tropical Elementary. For Graham’s dedication and commitment to positively
affect change in these students’ lives, she was recognized as the “Mentor of the Year” by Broward County
Public Schools.”
“What a rewarding experience it was for me to work with the kids,” said
Graham. “I helped them, but they helped me learn how important it is to work on
their level. They are so eager to learn, especially when they receive one-on-one
attention.
Graham also believes that mentors of all kinds are invaluable resources to the
students. “When people in the community serve as mentors and volunteers in the
classroom, they gain insight as to what is going on in the classroom,” she said. “The
students also see that they can learn from volunteers as well as their teachers.”
“Nova Southeastern University’s America Reads/America Counts program
continues year after year to demonstrate excellence by serving Broward County
Public School children and the community at large,” said Nova Southeastern University President and CEO
Dr. George Hanbury. “I am very proud of their work and their commitments to helping children improve and
succeed in their academic studies.”

Boyd Anderson High School and Jones Lang LaSalle
Winner of the 2013 Partnership Award in the Donation of Time category, the Boyd Anderson and Jones Lang
LaSalle partnership had its beginning six years ago. Jones Lang LaSalle Senior Vice President Steve Wasserman
joined the Council for Education Change to work with the high school’s administrative leadership team.
Together, they won a $250,000 grant to help increase the school’s graduation rate. Since then, Wasserman
has donated more than 1,500 hours to help the school build business and community relationships that offer
broader opportunities for students.
A Career Fest was created to provide summer internships and a dual enrollment program was started
with the Global Logistics and Manufacturing program at Broward College. As part of the program, 55 business
representatives visited Boyd Anderson High to meet with students and discuss various career opportunities.
Wasserman also worked with a group of teachers and local businesses to develop and implement student
internship programs in law, health care, construction and private business. In another program, businesses
donated more than 200 pounds of clothing to develop the Boyd Anderson Dress for Respect program.
“Mr. Wasserman has worked relentlessly with school administrators and business partners to offer students
after school internships paid or not paid, and jobs,” said Boyd Anderson Principal Angel Almanzar. “Jones Lang
LaSalle has been highly instrumental helping to prepare our students to graduate from high school and be
college and career ready.”
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Deerfield Park Elementary and the Kiwanis Club
The Kiwanis Club, together with Scholastic Books, donated
more than 1,200 books, bookshelves, furniture and equipment
to create a reading room for Deerfield Park students. The room
features wooden bookcases low enough for a pre-K student to
reach books, even on the top shelf. Beanbag chairs in bright
primary colors, an Apple computer, a colorful rug, a smart
board, and a listening center create a comfortable and inviting
reading environment for the students.
The school was the first in the nation to receive $12,000
in library enhancements as part of New York-based Scholastic
Books’ work with Kiwanis, a service organization committed to
helping children.
Kiwanis volunteers helped create the reading room by
cleaning, painting and organizing the new equipment. The new
reading room helps promote literacy.

Sunshine Elementary, Plantation Elementary and Papa John’s Pizza
Providing free pizza for fundraisers and school events is just one aspect of this valuable partnership. Second
grade students at Sunshine Elementary School in Miramar learned about fractions from their local Papa John’s
Pizza managers, who participated in a hands-on mathematics activity with students that reinforced fraction
skills. Papa John’s staff led class activities, in which students worked in groups and saw how math skills taught
in the classroom were applied in the real world when pizzas were cut into fractional parts.
At Plantation Elementary, the local Papa John’s store conducted several Family Night Fundraisers,
providing money for incentives for the school’s cafeteria behavior plan. In addition, they provided free pizza
for the school’s Lunch Bunch program, which recognizes outstanding students. They also donated food to
some of the school’s parent involvement activities, as well as teacher recognition events.
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Atlantic Technical Center and Technical High School and Sonny’s Enterprises
For nearly 10 years, Tamarac-based Sonny’s Enterprises has had a multi-component
partnership with Atlantic Technical Center and Technical High School, which received
the 2013 Project-Based Learning Partnership Award. Sonny’s, a manufacturer and
distributor of car wash equipment, provided mentoring and financial support for
the high school’s FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology)
Robotics team. The company’s president, together with Sonny’s engineers, managers
and machinists worked side-by-side with students to build a robot that performed
well enough to win at the regional, state and national competitions. The company
representatives taught students all aspects of engineering design, including how each
component within the process depends on the others.
In 2006, the company developed the Car Wash College, which offers training
and certification courses. The curriculum is continually revised to capture the latest
technology and industry-specific best practices. Sonny’s also is involved with Atlantic’s
Machining Apprenticeship Program. The program trains 30 students each year using a
combination of on-the-job skills development and classroom/lab-related instruction.
As the County’s Local Education Agency (LEA), Atlantic coordinates the largest
apprenticeship training program in Florida.
Graduation rates among participants of this program are 100 percent, with 76
percent of the students choosing engineering as their majors. In addition, Sonny’s has
hired several students to work part or full-time to earn their journeyman license, while
they complete their bachelor’s degree.

Share-A-Pet and Hunt and Tradewinds Elementary Schools
Hunt Elementary School in Coral Springs and Tradewinds Elementary in Coconut
Creek partnered with Share-A-Pet to have second grade students participate in the
organization’s Pawsitive Reading Program. Designed to help children reduce their
hesitation about reading, improve their comfort in reading aloud and build their overall
self-confidence, the program pairs three to four students with volunteer pet owners
and therapy dogs. The volunteers visit the classrooms once a week and spend about
two hours with students. The teachers document each student’s reading levels at the
beginning and end of the program. Students in the program demonstrated tremendous
and measurable growth in their reading performance.
“The dogs are very good listeners and do not criticize or judge a child’s reading
ability,” explained Dr. Bindu Mayi, executive director of the Pawsitive program. “They
love when children speak to them and give them attention. In return, dogs ‘reward’
the reader by allowing themselves to be petted or by shaking paws.”
Teachers, who are always seeking new and creative ways to build motivation and
interest among reluctant readers, find that this program creates excitement and boosts
self-confidence. Share-A-Pet staff and volunteers along with teachers develop basic
strategies and communicate frequently on student progress. The trained volunteer
works collaboratively with the student’s teacher in order to meet the school’s and the
individual student’s reading fluency goals.
As a result of the program, teachers noted that participating students were more
willing to volunteer to read aloud in class, checked books out of the library more and
developed a sense of pride in their accomplishments.
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The Power of PIE…Making a Measurable Impact on Education
Partnership Growth
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“At Target, we are committed to serving local
communities where we do business. That’s
why we are proud to partner with Partners
In Education as we work to strengthen
communities and enrich the lives of our guests
and team members.”
— Laysha Ward, President of Community Relations
Target

“The best school systems have the support and continued backing of the business community. Partners
In Education is an essential resource that helps make this a reality. Companies who get involved and do
their part to promote academic excellence are making an invaluable investment in the lives of tomorrow’s
leaders and ultimately the state’s future.”
— Christopher Ciano, Florida Market President
Aetna/Coventry Health Care
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The Power of PIE…Making a Measurable Impact on Education
The Monetary Value of Partnerships

The amount that partnerships provided in added resources to Broward County public schools
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“The business community has come to realize that it is in everyone’s best interest that we ensure our education
system has the resources available to achieve academic excellence. Our students are experiencing amazing
results with vast improvements in the Broward County Public School System, thanks to the vision and
leadership of our superintendent , his staff, teachers, school board members and business leaders.”
— Alan J. Levy, President and CEO
Great American Farms
Co-chair of the Youth Advocacy Committee of the Broward Workshop

“Partners In Education is a meaningful, longstanding School Board of Broward County program that
demonstrates firsthand the extraordinary impact of business partnerships and opportunities on student
achievement.”
— Laurie Rich-Levinson, Chair
The School Board of Broward County, Florida

Through Partners In Education, Broward Health has found fun ways to connect with kids. Events such as
the annual Play Day Play Fair held at Broward Health Coral Springs gives kids the opportunity to learn
about healthcare issues in a non-threatening environment. Many of our staff members regularly visit schools
to read to kids or give presentations. Partners In Education provides opportunities to enrich the lives of
students while enriching the lives of the Broward Health teams who participate.
— Joel Gustafson, Chair
North Broward Hospital District
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Become a Partner Today
1. Visit www.browardpartners.com/needs.php
to view a list of school needs and complete
a partnership application.
2. With the help of the school and PIE
staff, your partnership agreement will be
finalized quickly and you’ll be ready to
begin a satisfying journey toward helping
your neighborhood schools and students
experience excellence in education.

“More and more businesses and non-profits are
recognizing the value of investing in public education.
Business leaders are making it their job to support
students and schools—not only because they see a
future benefit for their companies, but also because it’s
what is right for our local community—especially our
children and youth.”
— Dr. Dorothy Orr, Board Chairperson
BrightStar Credit Union
Former Interim Superintendent, Broward County Public Schools

Enjoy the Opportunity to Make a Difference
• Provide real-world projects for students to solve
• Offer career shadowing and internship experiences
• Mentor or tutor a student
• Allow employees to serve as career mentors or guest speakers
• Contribute financial support that allows low-income students to
participate in field trips
• Donate clothing, shoes, uniforms,
books and school supplies
• Support school activities such as
open houses, parent involvement
programs or student clubs
Visit www.browardpartners.com
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600 SE Third Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301

w w w.browardp ar tners.c om
partnersineducation@browardschools.com

The production and printing costs for this report were underwritten by

